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control of the central government. Where such control was
established the native governments could be trained into
greater efficiency, and as this happened the central govern-
ment was able to delegate to them greater powers and a
udder variety of duties.
This same factor of effective subordination enters also
into the relationship between the British government and
each of the tropical African territories, except in the case
of Southern Rhodesia which already is almost in the posi-
tion of a Dominion. The British government has entire
control of all foreign policy affecting colonies, and it takes
responsibility for protecting them in time of war. It appoints
and controls the Governor, who, although he has supreme
and overriding authority within his colony, can only act in
certain matters subject to its approval. Thus, for instance,
the Governor must submit to it any proposals for important
new legislation, and it has the power to veto any law made
in the colony, even though the Governor may have given
his assent to it. It also reserves the right itself to make laws
for the colony, should it wish to do so. It controls finance,
for its assent must be obtained to the annual estimates, for
large public works, and for the raising of colonial loans. It
controls, through its Secretary of State for the Colonies,
appointments to all senior posts in the colonial civil service,
It also supervises the administration of justice. It alone, on
the advice of the Privy Council, can dismiss judges, and
the same Privy Council hears appeals from the colonial
courts.
These wide powers have been used to ensure that colonial
government is carried on in accordance with the aims of
British colonial policy, and in particular that in each colony
the welfare of all the people, of whatever race, class,
religion, or level of education, should be equally safe-
guarded. It is, indeed, this aim which is held to justify
the continuance of British rule; but it is qualified by the
further aim, second only in importance to the first, that